
MINUTES OF THE LAKE GROVE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 

GENERAL MEETING

Lake Grove Presbyterian Church, June 15, 2017, 7 pm 

Board Members Present: Chair, Jerry Nierengarten, Secretary, Audrey Block; 
Directors: Mike Buck, Mike Carlson, Sheila Carlson, Trudy Corrigan, Chuck Fisher, 
Miles Eshaia

Attendees: Steve and Julia Giannini and neighbors

Call to Order: 7:05 pm

Treasurer Report: No changes to last report

Minutes: Approved

Presentation: 

Steve Giannini, the new owner of a home on Sunset, presented the details of a tree 
removal permit impacting three large tree on his site. 

Directors Trudy Corrigan and Mike Buck and Chair Jerry Nierengarten reported they  
viewed the site, along with two arborists, (one employed by the City), in order to 
observe the condition of the trees, categorized as “non-significant” elms.  In 
photographs submitted at the meeting, it was observed that one tree splits above 
ground, and another leans toward the home. The trees were reportedly described by 
one arborist as being a “moderate hazard.”

Mr. Giannini said that his only concern was safety, and that the site plan for the home 
included the planting of a large number of new trees, more suitable for the location. 

According to neighbors who spoke at the meeting, the trees are significant for their age 
and location, and amongst the few mature trees not already cleared from the area. 
Instead of cutting them down, they proposed cabling at least one tree, to increase its 
stability. The merits of this method of preservation were discussed, along with other 
perceived solutions.

Director Chuck Fisher said that cabling the large, leaning tree would only be a short-
term solution to a potential hazard. Directors Buck and Niergarten spoke to the value of 
retaining mature, non-invasive, trees in Lake Grove. However, where tree removals 
were approved by the City, or incontestable, due to new construction, the value of 
planting new, high-value trees in places best suited for their success was underscored. 



The Directors praised both Mr. Giannini and neighbors for caring about the health and 
preservation of the tree canopy, and acknowledged the value of trees as buffers 
between neighbors. After hearing a description of the trees, and the potential peril the 
arborist felt they presented to the home, the Board rejected intervening with the tree 
removal, and voted unanimously to support the permit as filed with the City. 
Director Buck and Chair Nierengarten thanked all parties for their involvement and 
concerns about preservation, and explained to neighbors that might still oppose the 
plan, they process for appealing the City’s approval of the permit.

Chad Eslinger reported on his plans to develop two homes at 3125 Douglas Circle, one 
13,646 square feet and the other 11,101. 

Although an arborist has not yet toured the site, Mr. Eslinger was certain that a cluster 
of cedar trees would be tagged for removal, along with dead trees along the driveway. 

Director Buck questioned the developer about the frontage along the main road, as well 
as the length and width of the driveway and surrounding buffer zones. Chair 
Nierengarten emphasized the necessity of maintaining a walkway along the front of the 
home, and questioned whether speed bumps may one day be required on this portion 
of Douglas Circle. Both Directors underscored the importance of trees as a solution to 
water-retention issues, as well as serving as attractive buffers between neighbors. 

A neighbor spoke against the partition of the lot, saying that two homes would 
overwhelm the site, particularly if many of the large, old trees were removed for new 
construction. In addition, screening would be lost, exposing existing homes to new, 
over-sized residences, according to a neighbor. The issue of trash/recycling storage bin 
space was discussed, given the small amount of room available along the main 
roadway for pick-up. The developer was asked if it was possible to shift the design of 
the homes, to conserve trees, and was told, yes, if the design wasn’t compromised.

The Directors urged the developer and neighbors to work cooperatively during the 
design process, and engage with the City Planner during the early phases of planning, 
in order to achieve a site design that meets everyone’s approval.

Discussion

Director Mike Buck reported that the City is going through the process of detailing which 
properties would be recategorized as non-compliant with City Codes, due to roadwork 
connected with the Boones Ferry Road Project. The City is requesting public input on 
Code Amendments that would remedy the situation for property and business owners 
impacted by the Project. Neighbors, too, are being urged to weigh in on the discussion.

Directors Fisher and Buck reported that several neighbors along Lanewood St. have 
expressed concerns about a sidewalk proposed for the south side of the street. The 
concern is that parking spaces that have been available for use along the street would 
be lost, with the potential construction of a gravel walkway. The problem is exacerbated 



by the speed of cars currently using the street, a concern, said several Directors, if foot 
traffic is to be increased with the addition of a new pathway.

The Directors resolved to follow both issues as they emerge from plans for Boones 
Ferry Road. 

Other Business

Next month, the Board will hear an update on the tentative approval of funding for the 
stage of development of Iron Mountain Park.

Next Board meeting: 7 p.m., July 20, 2017, Lake Grove Presbyterian Church

Adjourned: 9 p.m.


