
MINUTES OF THE LAKE GROVE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 
 

GENERAL MEETING 
 

Lake Grove Presbyterian Church, February 15, 2018, 7 pm 
 
Board Members Present: Chair, Jerry Nierengarten; Vice Chair, Miles Eshaia; Vice 

Chair, Audrey Block; Secretary, Jo Sparkes; 
Directors: Mike Buck, Mike Carlson, Sheila Carlson, 

 
Attendees: Sabrina Trembley, Ed Gehrig, John Fendig, Michael Robinson, Daniel 
Fulton, Don Conklin, Pat & Russ Logan 

 
Called to Order by Miles Eshaia at approximately 8:00 pm, due to earlier 

presentation of planned townhome community by Ken Sandblast of Westlake 
Consultants, Inc. 
 

Treasurer Report: No report 
Minutes: Approved  

Presentation: None 
 

Discussion: 
 
Mercantile Village: Miles Eshaia updated the Board on the remake of the 

Mercantile Village. The plan now calls for 225 residence apartments, along with 
retail shops, a pharmacy, and a fitness center. The building is to be high end, and 

the current drawings attractive. While they do present a ‘single wall’ front, we’re 
told that this will be changed to break that up, e.g. with balconies.  
 

There will be lots of parking, including a unique ‘interior’ parking garage that lies 
inside the four-story apartment structure, hidden from view. We look to lose 1-2 

trees in the process, with more trees planted (of the 15 foot variety). Everything 
will be done to keep the wetlands there. There will be no ‘big box’ store, and very 
likely a restaurant. Retail space total will be 20,000 square feet. 

 
High quality plaster will be used. Mike suggested we get a cost per square foot to 

clearly define the ‘high end’ construction. Ingress should be simple, with a turn off 
from Kruse Way. Plans appear not to change traffic – yet with the addition of so 
many residences traffic remains a concern. 

 
March 1 is set for a full presentation of the project plans, scheduled for 6:30 – 8:00 

pm. Watch for notices with details. 
 
 

Tree Cutting Permits: There have been no tree cutting permits this past month. 
Questions arose about a tree that was indeed cut – reason unknown. This needs to 

be checked out. 
 



1770 Ridge Crest Drive update: This land is by Iron Mountain Trail, and concerns 
were raised about the land’s rezoning request. The concern was the owner had 

requested the rezoning in partitioning the lot for development. Mike tells us that the 
divide is from the city, and no one is currently trying to build there. 

 
Other Notes: In viewing the plans for the townhouses, a little triangle of empty 
land was noted. This lies in the southwest corner of the intersection of Boones Ferry 

and Upper Drive. As this road is planned to be removed, the idea rose to turn it into 
a small park. 

 
One concern from Ken Sandblast’s presentation was the city’s pushing for a fence 
to block off the railroad, rather than trees. It seems trees would be better both 

environmentally and esthetically, especially with the townhomes situated 30-40 feet 
above the actual railroad tracks; perhaps even Douglas Firs. This is even more 

appealing with the view that the land itself reverts to walking paths when/if the 
Railroad terminates its use.  
 

It was suggested we may want to write a letter expressing our preference.  
 

Climate Action Forum: Mike informs us this will take place February 20th at City 
Hall, 6-8 pm. Miles would love to have attendees come with thoughts about 

preserving Lake Oswego’s trees. His own concern was that a focus on purely 
preserving existing trees, without any plan for new trees, would ultimate fail.   
 

  
Next Board meeting: 7 p.m., March 15, 2018, Lake Grove Presbyterian Church 

 
Adjourned: 8:40 p.m. 


