
MINUTES OF THE LAKE GROVE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 
 

GENERAL MEETING 
 

Lake Grove Presbyterian Church, February 15, 2018, 7 pm 
 
Board Members Present: Chair, Jerry Nierengarten; Vice Chair, Miles Eshaia; Vice 

Chair, Audrey Block; Secretary, Jo Sparkes; Chuck Fisher, Rob Loesch 
Directors: Mike Buck, Mike Carlson, Sheila Carlson, 

 
Attendees: Walt Bentley, Grant Watkinson, Philip Quinton-Cox 
 

Called to Order by Jerry Nierengarten at 7:04 pm 
 

Treasurer Report: No report 
Minutes: Approved  
 

Lake Grove Presbyterian Church – new playground: Todd Olson updated the 
Board on the new playground. It is to be located on Upper Drive, has a timeline for 

the summer of 2018, and will be available to the neighborhood. Specifics such as 
hours have yet to be determined.  

 
Mercantile Village: Jerry attended the presentation and reported reaction to the 
style of the building was similar to our initial one, mainly concern over the front 

presented on the Kruse Way side. It was suggested that as CenterCal appears very 
knowledgeable on the code, likely we would have little input to the final style.  

 
Concern rose over the intersection of Kruse and Boones Ferry, as the light is timed 
longer for pedestrians when crossing and likely there will be more of them with the 

new construction.  
 

The structure will house a ground level of commercial and two levels of apartments. 
The number of parking spots exceeds the code requirement. There was some 
concern that the code may not be adequate. It was pointed out that the city had 

been comfortable when Zupan’s was built – and that hasn’t exactly worked out well. 
 

It is expected that the traffic will be less of an impact than the old Mercantile, with 
apartment traffic being at a different time than commercial. It’s possible there will 
be more visibility now at the intersection. They will be removing trees and replacing 

them with a different kind. The Garbage will be inside the parking structure and 
out-of-sight. 

 
Secondary Dwelling Units (Granny Housing): This is placing a small house or 
dwelling unit on a residential property with a house already in place. The term 

‘Granny Units’ or ‘Granny Housing’ refers to the concept of using it for a home for 
elderly parents. The City of Lake Oswego will host a session on April 9th to gather 

views on the subject.  
 



Discussion: It was suggested that our Lake Grove Code Overlay not be impacted, 
such as 50% hardscape limitation, no secondary driveways, no tree removal, and 

all setbacks remain the same. Apparently First Edition already has some SDUs, and 
it was suggested we may want to review those. Sheila explained they built one 

there (First Edition) in 2003.  
 
Concerns raised included this being a way to get around having a B&B in Lake 

Oswego, and ways to skate the code. Apparently building a detached garage 
changes the setback requirements for it, and placing a covered walkway to it makes 

it part of the original house. There was also an impression that the mayor is already 
heavily favoring the idea. 
 

It was decided that maintaining the tone of the neighborhood, maintaining all 
current standards, would help. 

 
This may be a way to help with the affordable housing problem. This concern 
centers of people working in L.O., such as city workers, having to commute in, and 

that young families with children are unable to afford to live here, impacting 
schools.  

 
Climate Action Plan: Mike reported on this, having attended the City’s session to 

pull input from neighborhoods. It was an open house, with lots of people and lots of 
ideas. 
 

There is the idea to plant 5000 trees, which Mike feels isn’t practical. Where would 
these trees be planted? He’d suggest the number be sliced in half to 2500, with 

2500 more made healthy, such as removing ivy.  
 
Neighborhood Enhancement Program: There is a $10,000 grant available. 

Ideas included putting in (finishing) the walking path along Lanewood. There should 
be enough to do so if the path is not yet wheelchair compliant, which could be done 

at a later date. Another possibility might be clearing a small park by the Iron 
Mountain path.  
 

Mayor/Board Chairs monthly meeting: Jerry reported that our neighborhood 
seems to be behind the others in Earthquake preparedness. The others have 

fortified schools for a major earthquake, and have plans for evacuation and 
emergency response.   
 

Other Notes: Mike tells us Spring Brook Park saw many volunteers for the last 

work party. He’s encouraged by reports from Quarterly Friends Forum on March 

14th that Iron Mountain may see the same. Both Companies and Students seem to 

be showing up to help, even though many live outside Lake Oswego. The only 

challenge here is adequate parking.  

 



1 & 5 year plan for Iron Mountain, there’s a problem with the setback. Requires 25 
feet, which was somehow overlooked by the planning department. Mike will report 

back next time. 
 

  
Next Board meeting: 7 p.m., April 19, 2018, Lake Grove Presbyterian Church 

 

Adjourned: 8:42 p.m. 


